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l'r ic e ls, 6d . 

3-rom the [ditor·s C!ha1r 
THE NINTH Al!IIU.lL: Last month I said I would reveal some of the 
plans for the next Annual now on l y six mont hs ahe ad. Well when 
I said that there was one article which I did not know about fo r 
it only c ame the other day . It ·was sent by a member who has not 
contributed t o the Annual before , Peroy North of Basingstoke, and 
believe me, 1 ta a jolly good effort . Its entitled "The Whartons 
of Wi.l!lford" and r ecal ls Vividly many of the happenings near by 
Wharton Lodge. What 1 s more, Percy has drawn a map of the district. 'I 
How many hours he spen t over that onl y he knov1s; all I oan say is 
the amount of t r ouble some of you will go to for love of our hobby 
simpl y stagge r s me. 

Then there I s another Gr eyf r ia.rs article from a stalwart whose 
v.'Ork i s also appearing in tha Annual for the first ti rno. This is 
"A Ramble Round Greyi'riars" by Eric Humphreys , ill I sa:.r abou t 
this is that it will be a f it ting companion to th e on e mention e d 
above. 

Well, that ' s a 8QOd start. What elae? · Plenty! Roger Jenkins 
is buey on 11The Blue and W!:J.i te Magnets" and soo n Erio Fa.,yne will 
be simil a rl y engaged on the Gema of th e SBlllB per io d . }To need to 
sq more abou t that pair of reli ables , 

llext : Gerry Alli son some time ago started on a big task 
prep aring a list of how the Boye ' Friend Rookwood atorie s were 
re-published in the s. 0.1. Re hae had valuabl e help from sever al 
other.. . 

Bi ll Lott a, that British Museum expert, will show you that he 
bas not l"iBet ed his time th ere and Jack Wood, of cour se , will eee 
that t he LGe fans ge t t he ir pro per quota, Likewise the Sext on 
Elake Circle , 

···- ---------- -- ~- --- - -
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Not1 a word about n,yself , In th e early da,ys of the C. D. on 

the sug8"o tion of the lats R. A. H. Goodyear , I wrote an ar ti cle 

"Streota of llemorieu 11• I tel t in the mood, and the words f l OTted 

easily troc my pen , you kncm ho. it ia , An;r<la/1 th ough I s ay it 

myself, it brol18h t me a l ot of c ompli ments . Well, whil st in 

London last year I was urged, seeing our numbe rs have trebled sinc e 

then , to r eprint it in the .Annual . I could not aee my way t o do 

it then ae it would h ave meant leavin g aometh i ng else out . Bow-

ever, it w111 probably be in this time , I am al s o r,ell on with 

an article on the remarkable eeri alo in th e old t ime c omic s. 

llore good newe . Geof f, Hockley is doing anot her of h ie 

bree~ art i cles , this time on tbs famous pi .r ate yarns by S. Walk ey 

whic h ran for yeara in Chuma. 
l'/ell that ' s e nough to be goin g on with . Now it s up t o you . 

The forms nccompany this number. 
*********......_ .... 

IIC!lE GOOD N6'/IS: A week or two sgo I recei vs d a letter from one of 

ou r etalwi,r te, John Goober, which gave me a thrill fo r he told me 

that Mr, Rex Hardinge , popular and prolific m-iter of Sexton Bleko 

yarns l"lisbed to su bsc ri be tc the C. D. Needleae to say I lost no 

time in writing Mr. Hardinge, who livee in the i:uddle of Dartmoo r , 

n perf ect lo cation for Blak e yarne ! 

Soon I got • reply, a long fri endly letter, full o f the inti 

mate tit- bi to you fe llow& revel in . I hope to publh b it in full 

nerl c::ontb. Meanwhile l:.ere ' a an extract, juat to whe t your 

appet i t ee . 
"Four of us at a coffee - st all in the dawn hours epinnin g 

a :Slake yarn -- ea ch taking i t to a point and pas si ng it 
on - the finest Bl ake yar n evsr told . ou t not one o f 

us could r emember a word when we revive d next day . But 

'!wy (H. W. T,,yman) got an idea fo r a a er i al out of it 

remember "The Next Move11? 

Sounds good, doean • t it? And not only Bl ake fan e m.ll b e 

inte re sted fo r Robert Farish &: co . wi ll be g la d t o hear that I.Ir . 

Hard.inge wes a staunch St . Jima fan . 

* * * * * * • * • 
E,S , BROOKS VINDICATED: The re ""'" an extraordin!ll'y s to ry in the 
11 Sunday Picto ri al" on June 12th c once rnin g a boys ' aohool cal led 

Cotm;old College , "bich it alleged t1as run by t,-,o ex-jail bird a . 

Lee fan s will be an_!;i tled to soy "Who eaid E.S . Bro oke exaggerated 
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with his St . Franke ya.me?" What's more th e headmaeter called 
himself Dr. Barrington Davies! A real Brooksian touch about that, 
don I t you think? 

LETTFltSi I was startled when I read Josie Pack.man' e statemen t 
~iana that in a yea:r she only hears from about ten different 
Blake fans despite the fact that there's about one hundre d who 
come in that category . 

You k:r1ow, so far as letter V.Titing is concerne d,our fraternity 
does vary. I get about 3, 000 letters a year; that's a."l average of 
about ten per reader, but , of course, it doesn•t work out thr.t way. 
A good proportion write often, but not too often , some now a.nd 
again: some put 1n a l ine or two when they renew their subs , some 
renew their subs but wi. th no comment '7hatever . A.a very seldom 
does one cease to subscribe , it would appear that practically 
everyone is sntisfied. That ' e very gr a tifying, but honestly 
letters do he l p no end especially v;ben they coJI1I1ent on the contents , 
and they ebow that ones effo rt s are appreciated . So how o.bout 
giving the postman more letters to deliver et 27 Archdale Road, 
East Dulwich. 

Yours sincerely t 

HERBDlT LEX:KEIIBY. 

***"**** ... ***************************'***** ..... ************'******* 

BLRJ(/£/JV.4 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 

27 1 ARCHDALE ROAD1 EAST DULl'clCB1 LO!ID0!11 S.E.22. 

At the O.B . B. Club June Meeting, several members made com
pli oentary mention of Blakiana . This of course is very pleasing, 
for there i s quite a bit entail e d in :running even a section of the 
C. Digest; but how about readers generally? Assuming a hundred 
a,ibsc ri bers of our magazine read Blakian a {a reasonable estimate), 
i n the course of a year I hear from about ten (different) read.ere! 
W.o.at about the rest of you? Incidentally :-T have just completed 
my second year conducting Bl ak ian a . Time flies! 

Mext month, emong othe r things , there will be an article on 
Sexton Blak e in t he lr. S. A. The information therein will be news 
to many of you (i t was to me!). J.lrs. Ba:rd.ell , t~o, is gett in g 
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into her stride with her 1 babblings 1

; there ar e eome real l y choice 
ones to come. 

My correspondence at present is at the rate of one l ette r a 
month. Perha ps someone would like to double it! ! 

Ob yes - I forg0t . No doubt you have been writin g to Derek 
Ford , with material fo r his Consul ting- Room Chat instead of writing 
to me. 

Finally, on behalf of the Sexton Blake Circle , I am asked t o 
say that a meeting will be hel d very shortly . All members will 
be advised at th e earliest pos s ible moment, in ord er that they may 
fit thie in with their othe r arrangements. 

JOSIE PACIOIAI!. 

****+********** 
SEXTON BLAKE - ANCIE!i'l' A!ID MODERN 

by Der ek Adley 

After readin g a few of the Sexton Bleke sto ri es published in 
the PE!INY PICTORIAL during th e e•.rly part of this centu ry, I can 
now fully appr ec i ate the wonderful storie s publish ed in the SEXTON 
BLAKE LIBRARY and the UNION JACK. 

To compare the Sexton Bloke featured in the P. PICTORIAL with 
the Blake featu red ir. the UNION JACK is like comparing chalk with 
cheese, and in my vieu , and surely t o others, a completely different 
characte r altogethe r. The PENNY PICTORIAL version i s devoid of 
A.11 the little actions and weys of Sexton Blake e.s t7e know him -
in fact, be is a cold, matter-of-fact type of man that might be 
any other pr ivate detective rath e r than Sexton Blp.ke . 

I found the atorie s that I read in the P . PICTORIAL t hat 
featured the great detective fairly dry readi ng mP.tter, bu t perhaps 
some excuse can be made for them a s these were obvious ly published 
with a certain amount of curtailment and refinement . 

I t seemed as if the publishers were doin g their best to give 
thei r pub li c P.tions l"Jl air of respoctability, and nothin g violent 
or lurid was to ap pear in t he s tori es t hey pu b lished; often th e 
phrase 'a paper you can sa fely t :.F..e home for the whole £em.i l y ' 
would ap;>ee.r on the covers of their publications . The trend to 
ref orm the reP.ding matter of the British public was the thing of 
th0 day ; unfortunately some of the l atter lit er ature "°'as to beoot'le 
fer more lurid than it he.d ever been • 

.Anothe r reason , and prob ably the main reaso n for the drabne ss 
of t hese st ories-L...:'ae t he absence of TirJcer - it 1 a __ ha .r d _!;..9 _realise 
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hi s true impor t ance unti l you miss him, for Tinker gave the sto r ie s 
colour, and also brought out the kindness and feeling in Sexton 
Blake; wit hout him Blake wao a mer e nar.ie . 

I have heard that /J'ldrew .Murray was the author responsib le 
fo r many of t hese early PENNY PICTORIAL yarns . I should imagine 
be found i t e. bit of a job to cond ense a story of merit in the 
space allocete d to him , t hough perhaps the editor felt that these 
short stories wer e mor e appreciated by the adult renders; if they 
could bnve r ea d the stories to come perhaps things mi ght have been 
diffe r en t. 

As ell the P . PICT'.)RIAL yarns I have read were early issues 
I can not say ,,ba t her the quality of the stories , so far as Bloke 
ues concerned, improved in any way, but I should imag i ne t hat they 
did, considering the fact that they had a fairly long run . 

Corning to more rece nt times , ne ar ly half a century later t the 
A. Press published a aeries of Sexto n Blake yar ns in their flou
rising comic paper KNCC!{- WT, and I , as a loyal Blake fan , pr o
ceeded t o purchase this paper with the hopes that perhaps some
thing g<>od -.·ould come of this vent u re (a .f'at ure UNIOJf JACK moybo ) . 
Tinke r of cour so was f ea tur ed in t hese yarns, t1hich ,1as one good 
thing, but these sto r ies l'"iere comple t ely detril'lltlntal to Blake; 
a l so , if I se.i d that the PEh1fY PICTORIAL yarns were ahort

1 
t hen 

must say the y were l ike full - le ngth novels compared with these 
yarns - no autho r could possibly pen a good ya rn in so smal l a 
space .. 

Loya l as I am, I must confess t hat after t he fi r st fou r or 
f ive stories, I con t inued to purchase the paper but ceased t o read 
the Blake stor i es - I did notice t he title of one story mentioning 
a •space man' ; I oouldn ' t bear to re ad it . 

No, once age.in t his was not the ge nuine Blake, or Tinker for 
t hat matter; these yarns were a i med at the ve ry juvenile r eaders , 
and hopeless from our poi nt of view.. The s tories '\"/ere eventually 
replaced by the o l d Sexton Blake Pie t u re Stoey - it would ap pear 
tha t eve n the yoW1g I uns didn I t l ike them .. 

So th6 r e we have ttt-o exampl es of how Bl ake r.a s pushed first 
at the adu l t reade r s and then a t tha ve r y y oung on es

1 
and in both 

e ns es be Wl\S a mere ' also ran ' compared ui th OUR Bl ake . Never -
the l es s , a ll this only goe s to prove what o. succeoe Blake was -
and could be mm - for the A. Pr eas to hol d the chara. c ter for so 
lon g and to use him in sto r ies for people of all a.gee . \That n 

.!'ity then couldn ' t make a good job of i t end publish a <1eel<ly 

• 
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paper SEXTO!I BLAKE' S 0/111. 
------o0o- -----

SYMP'1'0 .. .ATOL0GICAL IJ!VESTIGATIONS 

(Reproduced from PUNCH, dated 27 April 1955, and oubmitted fo r 
inclusion i n BLAKIAJIA by J . L. Jukes . ) 

That ainietrous b ifurcation from th e path of the novol pr ope r, 
the narrative of c ri minological researc h , othE:irwiae known as the 
detective-story, has, during recent years, been the S'.tbjeot of 
explo rati on by many distinguished critics; and it might well be 
averred that a revaluation, now l ong ove rdu e, of the Sexton Blake 
saga could prove indispensable to the complete understanding of this 
genre. In point of primoge ni tur e alone Blake is, si nc e the passing 
of his il lus tri ous predecesso r Sher lock Holmes, tho oldest priva t e 
detective sti ll practi s i ng in the li t erati JXe of this field, and may 
thus be accounte d the DOY.EH of the species : evidently a pupil of 
Holmes , he shares many of the physical end s art oria l attributes of 
the Mas te r and was pic t orial l y depicted, during his first period , 
with aqui l ine features, V1Sa.ring a dres sing-gown and ecioking a cur 
vilinear pipe; his domicile, t o o, is situated in the Bske r Street 
neighbourhood, where he pert icipat es in a joint - tenancy with bis 
youthful assistant Tinker and pet bloodhound Pedro (it will be 
r egretted by ol der readers tha t tho latter plays little or no role 
in Bloke I s cu r re nt investigations .?.nd is , indeed, in many cases 
deni ed a mentio n : though, perhaps , fo r humanitari an res.eons the 
retirement of the canine ve t eran may be esteemed e matter for con 
gratulation). 

Blake, howeve r, differs f r om Holmes in that hi e deductive 
faculties are l ess frequently exercised and his methods more 
straight fo rnard in their preponderant style; nor is he addicted to 
the subcutaneous injection o f narcotics as a means 0£ stimulus : 
this spec i f ic dissimi larity may be attributab l e to the fact that 
the aeries wes designed initially for e. predominontly juvenile 
audience . In this quondam epoch the memoirs of t he great investi 
gator appe ar ed hebdoC1adally in the pages of the WIION JACK ( late r 
inc or porated with DETECTIVE WEEKLY), and mensually in the editions 
of the SEXTOII BLAKE LIBRARY, four 60,000--word volumes of which were 
pub l ished each month . The ind ustri oue and devoted chro niclers 
worked U.."'!.der the seal of anonymity and the benevolent aegis of the 
Amalgama t ed Preas: a celluler group which may be feasibly compared 
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in function and structure, with the latter-day Collective i!ri t i ng 
Schools i n the United State a of America; but later ( as with th o 
co - e:dstent ial scenarists o r aphonic films} the incognito of the 
authors was removed, and such no.mes e.o /J'lthony Skene, Gilbe rt 
Chest er , Warwick Jardine, a.nd, o f course, that of t he late Qrzyn 
Ev:.ns, the pionoer and leading membor of the movement, \7111 be 
r er.iember od by stude nt s of the int ermediate, DETECTIVE WEEKLY, 
period, during the early and middle ninotecn - thirties. 

From-two recently - published works included in the Li brary 
(the r.iont hly quota of volumes has been re duced by ha.If , tho u gh 
the actual format r emai ns unc hangod i sixty -f our P880S of bi 
co lurnna.r typo graphy , the letterpress being ingeniously varied in 
size, on occasio n to keep pac e ,11th the tempo of the narrative) it 
would eppear that Blek e 1 a immer.1orial antagonists - Gunga Das, the 
Indian, and Monsie ur Zeni t h, the Albino, fo r instance - have re 
tired, like Pedro, from the scene of action ; and a lso that s new, 
more sophisticated tendency , heralded by the incorporation of a 
stron g feminine 1ntere!3t, is now in th e as cendant: th i s note is 
struck by Mr. Anthony Parsons in the openi ng sentence of 'i1HE CASE 
OF TiiE \SIICKED THREE, 

1 It was a gi rl I s shapely legs a nd a girl• s curly hea d that 
really s tart ed the whole thing' . 

Peyton, the unscrupulous accountant, is 'a co nn oi sse ur of 
the f emale sex ', ond united ~1thout benefit of cle rgy to his he lp
moet, an appetizing polyg l ot adventuress named Judy ( 'c ome into 
t he library ' , she whispered na she kissed him with her usual aban
don), since Peyton ' e wife refuses to free him from the marital bond. 
( 1 Her church did not countenance di vo r oe , nor did she . To di vore e 
him f1oul d be a sin, and Ann di d not intend to sin 1 - phrases por
t endi ng, perh:ips, the introd uction of the ological themes analogous 
to th ose already regnant in other branches of contempora....-y fiction . ) 

'?hough profan e l anguage does not figure in the text (Qi 
heavens! 1 •Hel l ' s bells , 1 and 1 By Stephen! 1 being the stron gest 
expletives employed - the latter, oddly enoug h, favoured by villian 
and police - superint endent alike ) , the consumption of a l cohol is 
f r eely indulged : 

1 The cork flew wit h a pleasing pop and Tinker expertly 
filled tho four gl asses al r eady pl aced in readiness. 1 

We are told, however t tha t ' it was not o ften that th e Bake r 
Street pair c ol eb rated in champagne et th eir 0\.-m home' i th e poccant 
trio - two of ,·,horn remain Wlpunishcd at tho en d, owi ng to abse nce 
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of proof - a.re much less t emperate in their habits . In TH£ CASE 
OF THE CRI!llllAL ' S DAUGHTER Blake is more successful both in solvin g 
the pro blem of missing diamonds propounded by Mr . Hugh Clevely, and 
in acting o.s Nemesis to the culprits conceIT1e d : his eyesight , 
n eve rthel ess , is admitted to be in fe rior to the •mic r os copic ' 
visionary perce ptio n of Tinke r ; and it is emphat i cally t o be hoped 
tha t his rati oci native p0l7ers will not be impair ed , also , by the 
onset of Anno Dominii for Sexton Blake is one of the few fictional 
private investigato r s who , despite the spptom a tic changes in sub 
ject-matter referred to above, r emains unaffected by transatlantic 
influences - en inetit",.ltion unequivocally indi genous to our British 
sho r es . 

MORE SABBLINGS OF BJ.RDELL 
by Victor Colby 

"Y.'hioh it 1 s a l ette r for you sir, 11 announced Mrs. Bardell as 
she entere d th e Baker Street Bitting room, breathing prodigious l y 
aft er climbin g the stairs , 11 arid ! 1 rn su r e," she added, with en irate 
g lance at Tinker, "if i t 's a case to break the spell of hidlenese 
which I as fel l on that Mester Tinker the le.st four morta l da ys it 
will be a bl essing, seein ' he • a had no t hink to amuse himse l f with 
except that mischief which e. wel l known pa rt y finds fo r hid l e I ands 
t o do . " 

"When I feels inclined to complain si r, ther e' s nobo dy on this 
mortal earth as could say it ,;o1as about trifles - 11 

"Trifl es are jolly good , 11 int er jected Tinker, 11es pecially with 
pl en t y of old sherry in them . Have \7e got some fo r l unch to day? 11 

Mrs. Bardel l gaYe a terrific snor t . "I says nothing to you 
sir, nor t o any mortal soul obout his teachin g that ' ound P~d.ro 
to wrrit the doorma ts, pretendin ' of their bein ' rabbits, nor did 
I make eny remarks a.bout the mornin ' he c omes moochin ' round my 
ki t chen to fi nd a chicken bone f or Pedro, an ' gi vin' th e dog one, 
thou gh there ,:;as ' e.rf R chicken attR.cbed t o tha.t same bone at the 
time. But uhen he takes one of my old boots f r om the bottom cup 
board, and mekes Pedro smel l it , an • then pre t e nd as they was 
tr ockin ' down e. murderes s , an ' that dog bouncin 1 in on me, unex
pe ct ed in tha kitchen - thou gh playful it might have been , as I 
t1ould bo the last t o disallo w - but a t th o same time upset tin I my 
pastry boul an ' sendin ' e clean rollin ' pin fiyin ' into the ha.shes -" 

"But you uere n • t making he.sh the .t day, 11 put in Tinker . 
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" Int o the bash e s unde r t he gr ate ," s nort ed Mrs . BP.rde l l, 

"Then i t' a t ime that t he k indest to ngue was loosen e d an d comp l aints 
m11.de. .And I hopes as you ' l l speak an • de duce him to mend h is 
ways , sir , before he ' s f i t only fo r a doformatory sc hool - yoW1g 
rip as ho is , an 1 t hat dog an other , it bein 1 the proble m of my l if e 
de ci ding which is t he worst hanima l of the two ." 

(U. J . 872 "Tho Clue of t he Golde n Hair " ) 

Mrs . Bardel l came puf f ing and pe.nting up th e s t airs , and 
wip in g he r bands on he r apron , hande d Sexton Blake a sli p of card 
board . 

11A gentleman to see you air - in a ' urry , as per'aps you 1 l l 
'av e 1 e nrd ! 11 she sn orted i ndignant l y "I trust you 'l l inf orm 1 im 
sir, tha t my bel l ein ' t there fo r ' im t o he :r:.er cia c 'is strength hon. 
Hanyonc would t hink as tre r.as hall dea f in the 1 ousc. " 

( U. J . 688 '' In Double He.rness") 

**** ***** ******* *H+*-**************** ************ ***************** 
i IT COLLECTION 

~ by Ronal d Hodgso n 

I f i rst Car.le into co n tact w'i th th e Gem and. Magnet about 1935 
at the age of ten , so onl y !lad about four yeare of them befo r e the 
war broug ht t hem to an un timely c l ose. Ilad saved quite a large 
number o f issues , but then, constant l ending out to f'r iends found 
my stock cretting quite l ow, as most of them never came back . Fi n
ally , oll I had l of t were the 1938 and 1939 Holiday Annu als and 
t he Mr. Lamb ser i es of Magnets. I then decided t hat whatever 
happe ned I woul d keep t hese, so they weN carefully stor ed awa:; for 
f\ltu.re reading . 

The ne xt I heard of our old sch oo l frie nds Vias in 1945 r1hil s t 
serving in th e Forces . We were being posted, and having read a ll 
m,y magazines , I borrowed one from the chappy on t he next seat and 
iraagine my sur prise when I C81!le across an artic l e e ntitled , " The 
Man who Cr eated Bil l y Bunte r! " This was quickly r ea d through and 
the n agai n , more slowly, 6lld I learnt for the first time who Frank 
Rich ards, Mart in Cli fford and O.Ven Conquest really r1ere . That 
arti cl e was ke pt and is now ·,7i t h my col l ection . 

After demob. , I read t he " Slim Jim" aeries a ga in and t hough t 
that I should nev e r see any mor e of the grand old pape r s . Then 
al ong came tho Bunt er books and the Tom Merry books . These were 
qui ckly purchases and the years seemed t o fall away , as once inore 
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we were sat under the gim l et eyes of old QJ.elchy or lau gh i ng at 
Guisey f ishing tomatoes out of hie be s t topper . 

Then, one day in 1952 on glancing thro u gh the Exchange and 
Ma.rt (ho;, that name keeps cropp in g up in ou r f r aternity) an advert 
caught rrzy eye . Old Boys ' Book Collector now ready . Frank Richards 
writoa No. l . So awa:1 went my 2/- by the nex t post t o Tom 
Hoppe rton. Vlhen the mag. arrived I fou nd that I had been way out 
in my pr evious t houghts, and that a great many peop le were interested 
in Char le s Hamilto n' s works. From two of t he adverts in that 
iseue I star t ed to collect again in a smal l wq - main ly Gems -
and I managed to get the set of 36 page issue Gems quite easily . 

T;le sad day then arr i ved when the O. B. B. C. bad to close dc,,m 
because of its editors health . But in it, as you wi l l remember, 
wa s an adve r t of old boys books etc . for sale. i'lhen t hat list 
arrived I sent off for a fer: more Gems and Schoolboys Owns and a 
book which I had seen mentio ned in Tom Hoppe rt on ' s articles (but 
neve r having seen it advert i sed, t hought th at t oo must have gone 
t he way of the old pape r s) - the C. D. 

Once again I was proved WTOng, so out came the writing pa d 
and more l et t ers, this time to our fri end He r bert Leckenby . Many 
friendly letters f rom him and fina lly the joi nin g of the Nort hern 
Sec t ion Cl ub at Leeds , and the chance t o meet lots of Char les 
Hami lton ' s f ollowers and have so:ne grand chats with them . And 
what a sight to see vthen Ger r y brought in part of the Club Library . 

Haven't really said much about my collection which is what 
th is ser i es is intended to be , but apart f rom the Aut ob i ography, 
the Bunter Books, Tom Merry Books, Gold liawk Books and the newer 
Annu als, I have at pr esent two Holiday Annual s , the f ull set of 
36 page Gema, about two dozen of the 193 0 ' s era and one issu e of 
1919, about thir t y Magnets and si x Schoolboys Otms . Plus the 
first of a new aeries of Gems, my fi r s t letter from our Grand Old 
Chief - Frank Richar ds . 

?Jot a great co ll ect i on by any means, but one that ha s given 
ma i n th e pa s t, as it r.-111 in the future, hours of pleasure and 
enjo yment . 

?! A .N T .E D - Cl!UliS BCXillD VOLUMES ( OR, =;:;OllTHLY OR VlfilX LY PARTS) 
1919, 19201 19211 1923. MATT!!E'IIS, 38 VICT-ORlA STREEI', ALDERNEY, 

_Cl!AJll;EL I .=SLE=Scc•~--
L JITED1 Aldines Aldines . Als o Prince Pippin and Tales o f Litt le 
People . P . J . LAFFEY, 32 GALSWORTHY AVE:IUE, LIVERPOOL, 21. 
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Coropiled by HERllERT LSCKEI-HlY 

The "Empire News" June 26 th said with a bi g headline: 

:B°UNT . ER IS BACK ! 

BIL LY BUi:'l'Jill is coming back to TV on Saturda.l', July 9. This 
i s the week ' s best news for chi l dren - and a lot of gro,m - ups too . 

Produce r Joy Harington, uho first brought the Fat Boy of 
Creyfria.r s t o the screen three years ago, tells me that 83-y ear-old 
Frank Richards has turned out six completely net'l yarns - "as f r esh 
as anythine be ·wrot e for TRE GDA and MACNZT 30 years ago." 

They ' ll be se en for t n igh tly. 
Bunter rlill again be p layed by 32 - year-old Gerald C.ampion, 

~ho is only 5ft . 5in . tall but turns the scale~ at 12 stone .. 
Unl ucki ly, lcyllasto n Reeves can't appear i n his perfec t part 

as Mr. 0,1.elch, tho fo r m master. 
Ile is already snapped-up b:, the TV drama dep.1rtment . 

( Note : shall appreciate your views on th es e ne w stories . 
li . L. ) 

IWRE RE;,DLINEs, The \1olve r harnpton "Express and Star" llay 25th, 
reportin g the case of a schoolboy who took all ten wickets in an 
i nnings for six rune gave it the hea ding "Doy of Greyf riars Ilreed" 
and com.-neryted "It was th e sort of thin g we used to associate tn. th 
the boys ' ma&azi nee. Harry v.ibo.rton might hav e done i t, or Bob 
Cher r y t or even Tom Merry, because they were very exceptionally 
versatile fellows." 

Keen Greyfriars students mi ght suggest that f.1harton and Cherry 
were more bt1ts.'Den than bowlers , and St. Jim' a f:ms o.sk t'tby 11eve n " 
Tom .terry. 

* * * * * * * 
Now a note from Anthony Bake r. 

Foll~ting on my article " Schoo l s - And Plenty of T'··em" in 
the 1!113 C. D., Cerald Allison tells Ille that the Packsaddle storiea 
originoUy app e ar ed in Gems 1405 - 1·434 in 1935. Percy !!orth has 
kin dly sent me the following interesting inf orcatio n J 
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Courtfield County Schooli Pseudonym , Frank Richards . 11Cbuckles 11

, 

about 1914 . 
Ne t herby and Beechwood Academy: Pseudonym, Martin Clifford . 

Marvel N. S. No. 208 . ,\ st or y dealing with the ear ly da,ys of 
Hurree Singh. Netberby was his fi r st sch ool, and when it was 
closed, be was transferred to Beechwood. There may have be en 
pr evious sto r ies . 

Rylcombe : F.R. did not write the "Dnpire 11 stories (see C. D. 28), 
but he did write "The School under Canve.e" seria l in the ear ly 
years of the Gem. Pseudonym : Prosper Hows.rd. Repri nt: - B. F. L. 

St . Freda ' • • Pseudonym, Martin Clifford . B.F . 3d.Li b . 367. Re
pri nts : E)upjre and Gem. Featured Cousi n Ethe l . Diffe r en t 
school from that alr eady listed . 

St. Kits: 11Dnpire 11 serial reprint ed from B. F . 3d . Lib . 46. 
st. Winifred ' a : Pseudo nym, Charles Hamil ton . Alarvel N. s . No . 56 . 
St. Winif r ed • s : Pseudonym, Martin Cliffo r d. B.F . 3d . Lih. No. 67 . 

Almost certainly a different school from th e above . 
St. Wode1 s : Pseudon ym Char l e s Hamilton . Serial in Empire Lib. 

(N. s.) Cort1nenced in No. 11 . 
Mr. Nort h also suggests that the St . Jo bn 1 a stories by 

• Cliffo r d Owen' in Diamond Lib. Nos. 36 and 48 , wer e by Charl es 
Hamilton. We can not be ce rtain of the author ' s identity yet, 
but though the style is rather unlike the usual Hamilti on ian one, 
and there are no familiar character names, th e pseudonym is inter
esting , and the leading charact er a carbon c opy of D' A:roy . 

Yours since r ely , ANTHONY BJ.'CER. 

(Note , The stories in th ; Boys Friend Libr ary No' s, 46 and 
67, first appeared in Pluck as 11The Ri vals of St. Ki ts II and 11The 
Secret of St. Winifrsds." H. L.) 

Here support for Rober t Farish . 

"OF PUREST RAY SERENE" 
By Donal d Webs t e r 

There is a lot of truth in the old a.dage - 11First love - bes t 
love " as far as I am concerned, f or my first l ove was " ?JIB GEM" 
and after all these years it rema ins so. 

l{y fi r st copy was passed on t o me by an older boy ( I can s ee 
its Blue cover ( sorry Len) now. V,'bat number i t was I cannot r e
collect, bu t it would be about No. 150 . I do r emember , however , 
I was seven yea rs of age, and an il lus t ration of Gussy intrigued me. 
··-- _Not _lOn& afterwards I f ound a oo~,r_ of 11The Magnet " e.nd whi l st 



its co l our ed cove r fa scinate d me, t he sto r y ins id e ha dn' t t he same 
effect on my childish imagi nation, so I did not purch a se i t eve r y 
week - f or a penn y wa.e a penny those da.ve , and I had to make a 
choice - IJ'·HE GFJJ it was .. 

The inter - Hou se and School r ivalry appealed to rcy you t hful 
instincts , bur later the a dvent of 11 Tbe Toff " definitely decided 
me t hat St . Ji ms was first in my affections . 

I loved - and sti l l do - tha t e xcel l ent cha r acter , Arthur 
Augustu s D' .Arey. One can feel so r ry fo r him whe n he is the victim 
of a j ape, feel exaspe r at ed with him for his aggravating habit of 
keepi ng his f riends waiting throu gh his fae t idiousnees in appear 
ance; bu t one feels pr oud when he screes a gOal from outside lef'\ 
or bi ts c. boundary on Little Side (funn;y bow Little Side an d :Big 
Side ap pear bot h i n 11The JJaanet 11 an d 11The Gooi.11 ) . D' .t1.rcy ' s code 
of honou r was a great example throughout the history of "The Gem11 , 

bu t al though his te.ct and judgeme nt wer e usua l ly lacking , his chums 
could easily apply i ·t to hi m. l;'}iat a pi ty Gussy was shown ns a 
gullib l e ass in the earl y issues of "The Cem11

, but I th i nk ~tin 
Clifford must have rel e nted for The Swell of St. Jims pro ves quite 
a formidable adversary i n the la t er sto r ies . 

To my mi nd, t he Gol den .Era of the Gem was undoubtedly the ( 
yoc.r 1913-14 - a period l\lae missed b;y tho un der 40 members of our 
f r a torni ty, al though they raey have r ead some of the reprints . Tho 
arrival of T.?..lbot, KOUlni Rao , an d HMJOOnd, "The Rivel Patrols, 11 

Captain Tom Merr y ere mer ely a few ae r ies I remember so woll . 
Before I conclude this arti cl e, I must ex press my a.pp recia t ion 

of the ,.o r k of the la t e !.!r. R.J . Macdonald . His eccnes of the 
school qua dr angle an d inte r iors of the studies evoked my sile nt 
admi r a t io n, to say noth i ng of his drawin gs relative to spo rt . 
Some ss:., his characters could not be r ecognised, but I olt."ays 
placed his maste r s . His D' Arcy n·as peo r less! 

I could write so much mor e enumer atin g ll),}. favourite yarns 
such as a l l "The Tof.ft 1 series, t he coming o f Car dew, Levison ' s 
Ra fo r mati on , the "OJ.tr am" series, and as fo r those pre 1917 Xmas 
and Double Nos . , such ns "The HOusemester' s Homecoming 11, "l iobo dy ' e 
St udy , 11 an d 11The Mystery of The Pai nted Room'' , woll , as Eric Fayn e 
so ap t ly pu t it "eve ry stor y was a Gem" - an d of pur est r03 s erene . 

Let ' s r ai se our c aps t o llar t in Cli f ford and Co. - thanke for 
the good old II GEM". 
11.B. Take bear~, llr . Farish, t here are many loya l reade r s of t he 

Gem who are "born to blush unseen" not a.11 of whom a.re eub -
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sc r ib ere to the C.D . , but who nevertheless corr e spond \"litb 
me for nosta lgic r easo n s , and maybe the r e are many more that 
you and I will ne ver eve n hear of. Yea, me will ce rtainly 
see "The Gem" gets a hearing in th e C. D. occasionally. 

**************** 
DO YOU RElm.!llilt? By Roger 11. Jenkins 

No. 11 Gems 824-831 
Charles Hamil ton ' s es pecial genius la,Y in the sk ilf u l por -

trayc.1 of t he motivatin g springs ot human conduct. Even bis 
bitte r est critic , Oeorge Or,vell , was f orced t o admi t t ha t eve ry 
on e of hi e schoolboy characters was different, but thi s was onl y 
ha l f th e story. I t is not suffici 1ut for an autho r merely t o label 
his charact ers; he has to expla in pr e cisely why th ey act as they 
do on th e par ti cular occasion , and this Cha rl oe Hcmi l t on never 
fail rid t o explain most convinci ng ly. Ther e is no dou bt that , for 
eheer pres entation of character, he never surpassed him self in hie 
stories ab ou t Card6'0' of St . Jimte ,. 

Ralph Reckness Ccrdew was t he c haracter to appeal to the old e r 
reoders J vol atil e and v1bimsical, indol ent and ener ge t ic, th e per 
fec t gentleman and the pe rf ect blackg-uer d, i ntel l igent enought t o 
ackno wle dge good a dvi ce but t oo perv e rs e to C\Ct upon it, th e junio r 
who might li e to autho r ity , but neve r to his fe ll ows, above a ll 
quite unrep enta11t ( 11Pretty Fann y's way, you know" ), he is tho 
cheracter one n ever ti r es to read about . The various facets of 
his cherncter wer e ne ver so we ll desc r ib ed e..e in Gema 82 4-83 1, a 
se r i os which wee s ati sfactorily reprinted in Nos. 258 and 260 of 
tbe Scho o lboys' O;,m Librar y . The trouble b eg an ,,hen he refused 
t o turn up to games pr acti ce , and dodg od Kil dare. He resorted 
practically t o a ,ubterf'uge whi ch enab led him to got awa.v with it 
t he fi r st time, bu t Tom Mer!'y put a spo ke in his wheel on the nex t 
occasio n, and th ereaft e r Ca.rdew decided that, if he was go in g t o be 
fo r ced to play g ame s, be would become junior · house captain and 
jW1ior sch oo l cap tain himself . 

Hem' he set about th is t ask makes i nt r igu in g reading ; wit h 
deep-lai d cunning he su c oeeded in putting Tom lderr y in the wrong 
at every turn, in making the fellO\vs la ug h a t "th e sai ntly Tbomae' 1

, 

in winning popula.ri ty for himself . The ubol e series was set 
against e. bac kgro und of football, and every matc h was not just a 
poi ntless and b ori ng description of a game { 89 wa s so often th e 
custom of the ,ubst it ute v,rit ers) but an integral part of t he 
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development of the story of Cardew 'e struggle - a.nisuccees . tie 
know that Tom Merry is the hero , and yo t wo hope, fo r the sake of 
t he drama , tha t Car dev;-' s plot will succeed . And it does . 

For o. ubile Tom Merr y did hie best to back up the ner, cap t ain 
loyally but a personal bi t terness soon grc'7 up bot-.,;een them , a.'ld 
a.t a holiday at Eastwood House Cardev, sank to rogue r y in an attemp t 
to wreak bis vengeance . But in the end , Cardol°l tired of the posi
t i on, and consonted t o ano the r e l ec t ion being held , a t \lhich he stood 
a.gain ; there uae a tie on tho voting, and so he tippe d the ba.lnnce 
by gi ving Tom his vota . And on this characteristically quixotic 
noto ended the st ory of Cardmv 1 s captaincy - a se ri e s which r anks 
among the beet that e ver app eared in that grand old pap er , the Gem. 

POl'TED PERSONALI'~IES. No. 11 ( Seco nd Series) 
FERRERS LOCKE 

The famous de t ective ap peared at St . Jir.:11 s frequently in Blue 
cover days, and for aorne years bofore he came on the scene in the 
llagnet . On numerous occasions , Tom Merry oct ed as his boy assis-
tant, even go ing as a ne w boy t o an other school on work for the 
detective in one story . 

As late a.a 1913 , on e can find an advertisement in the Magnet , 
drawing attentio n to a series i n another paper, and descri bi ng Locke 
as " the far.ious detective who has often appeared in association with 
Tom Mer r y & Co. of St. Jim ' a . " 

The detective ' s most memora ble show at St . Jirn's was in t he 
case of th e trappin g of Captai n Mell i sh, the Mysterious X, tm> 
supe r b s to r ies about 1912 . I om not at al l sure t be.t this \7aa no t 
his last appearance at St. Jim 1 s • 

.But i n t he bnlcyon days of the Magnet he featured i n some of 
tha t paper' a moat out st endi ng eories . It was a brill iant plan t o 
let him take charge of t he exped.i t io n to China, when we saw him as 
a full;r--<1u ali fied s ea-captain and a master lingu i st , Locke, as 
11T!!E BEGCAR OF SHANTUNG11

, was a master - piec e of charecter - \7Ti ting . 
As a de tee ti ve , his trro most memorable appe arances were in t he 

Rl,VEJISPUR GRAllGE series and t he CA'IA!!DALE ABBEY aeries , a couple 
of holiday maste r pieces. He wa s less BUCCee stul in t r acking Sl i m 
J i m, the kidnappe r of l.lr. Quelch, and one has e sneak in g fe elin g 
that his be l at ed success in this case was due entirely t o the 
Bound e r. 
____ A pleasant, r1ell-written cha!"acter, whose in t roduc t ion into 
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t he stories was always welc ome. 

When c ons i dering Ferrer a Locke, one nat urally tbinsk of Jack 
Drake , hi s ass i eta.nt . Per sonally , I 'rlBS n lna ys s l i ghtly irr itated 
by "Jack Drake, at your service", but tha t ma:, be due to my poor 
taste .. Uoro l ik ely, I pref erred to have the great man himself 
on th e sc one. What ' s your opinion . 

• * * * * * * * * 
PCl!'TZD PERSONALITIES No. 12 ( Sjlcond Seri e ~ ) 

WUN LUNG 
---1- n- thc Creyfriara Chinee we have some thin g of e. paradox . He 
is undoubtedly a. l ovab l e cha r acter , and we would not be ¥ti thou t 
him, y et for oany years be was one of the least beli ev able of 
Fl-a."L.1<: Ri cher ds ' cr e a ti on s . It is difficul t to credit t hat an 
E}tglish pu blic school, v:hich naturally had an offic i al un ifo rm, 
would h .!Ve per mitted fru.n Lung and his broth er to att end c lasses i n 
fl om. ng · oriental r obe s . Yet f o r more than twenty years Wun Lung 
uor a t hese garm ent s , p lu s the in e vitabl e pigtail . furth er , Wun, 
the s on of c. ri ch Chinese merch b.llt, s pok e the pidgin English of the 
cooli e c l ass . 

Over t he decades th e lit t l e Chinese appeared in many hi lar ious 
episod es in r-;hi ch he ei t:he r "poison e d 11 bully i ng se ni ors or. made 
ue ird ens t or n di s hes ou t of Mrs. Kebble ' s c at . In Red Cover de.ya 
he featur ed i n a number of interesting i f no t ve r y not eworthy 
stories , once i n a weird ya.m when he became an opium addict , again 
when he r esc u ed Hop Hi from a Chin e se kidnapper, and yet a gain 
when he was app a rently carrie d ou t t o ee a on a huge ki te and re
turn Gd to Cr ey f ria.rs to haunt Lod er. 

But it was in th e g lorious China Ser ie s of th e early tbirtie s 
that he r ea l ly came into his O'i\on, e.nd FrarJ:: Richards c l ever l y 
modif i e d and explain e d his Chi nese c hara c t ers , ab ly assisted by the 
arti s t, Shi elds. For th e first ti me i16 bad Wun Lung presented as 
a really believable la d fror.i. th e Far East . Be f eatu r ed again a 
few ;rears l a t er in the Dr. Si n s eri es , a se t of s t ori es rthi ch a r e 
fairly memor ab le . 

One thin g i e c l ear . The Cr eyfriar s stage would be the poo rer 
without Pun Lung comi ng on the scene occasiona l l y . WhR.t you 
tbinkeo? 

* * * * * * * 
A REAL LI FE Mil. SULLCH 

I t is oft on sP.id t !iat Btr ~l!~! r ~r.~~ ~.ni is the .moat populc.r 



of all the Hsn il ton Schools; this popularity being due in grea t 
measure to certain well esteemed chnrn.cters . 

Some of theee such as tl' .e immortal Bunter , · his long suffering 
Form Mester, (Mr. ~elch), Coker, bis nlao very long suffering Form 
Liaster , (Mr. Prout) , and certain others are often thought to be so 
exaggerated as to pass credibility . 

we can say th.at t his is certai nly true of Bunter but not 
necessar ily so of the other s. 

All the char act ers were taken from life and then bu ilt u p . 
Mr. ~elch was suggested by n well known Victorian "001111 famed 
fo r being "a beast but a jus t beast" . I, myse lf have thought him 
rather overdrmm but the following quotati on stro ngly suggests 
otherwise . 

"In th e Directors' Luncheon Room at ilieton Stetion, (it is 
now used as th e dining - room of the principal officors of t he London 
Uidland Region), the ua.lls nre hung with portraits of past chairman • 

. Only one of them is in colour, and that one, far lar ge r than the 
rest , bangs in the place of chief honour above the firepl ace . The 
portrait is of Sir Riche.rd !l.oon. A lantern-jawed face with side 
whiskers looks at you coldly out of the c orners of his eyes . You 
f ee l that he kn0ws al l about you and has no high opinion of you. 
In life he must have been terrifying inde e d, and one of his modern 
successors, seeing th e picture for tho first tim e , whispered to a 
friend, 1 My word , look at thatl !lo c ompromise thcro! ' Indeed 
there was not. He we.s a hard, merciless man, but he ga ve justice, 
he spoke the truth, and he broke no promises . Ee spal'ed nob ody, 
end certainly no t himself . For years ho ':785 the Nort h Vlestern i n 
his o~vn person, keeping the r-·hole detail of it i n his gri p. 

One morning while waiting for h i s train at Coventry he noticed 
three engines idling in the station bl0\1ing o ff steam . He asked, 
but no one could tel l him what they ?Tare supposed to be doing. For 
"eeks and weeks everybody heard about those engin es . He neve r 
opened up and he never unbent . His guiding force ws.e simp l y duty 
and n real love for the railway . He picked his men with minute 
care . When one to!as appointe d, Moon t70uld send for him . He came 
trembling into the presence . Hoon would stare at him in hard and 
pierci ng silence . Then he would sayi "Good morning. Rei.;ember 
fi rst that you are a gentleman; remember next that you nre a 
1;orth tlestern officer, and that v,ha t ever you promise you muet per-

{~~ · cnr~ni~:{ oy~u 11e;ro~~l t~hatN~o~tg~~m: I~;~ ~~; ~~1~g r~o;;:ed, 



.~~~~~~~~~----(2~) 

alanning, but a man knew where be stood." 
We often read o f Que l ob I s gimlet eyes and how his faee se t 

like iron tJben confronted wi t h some flagrant act of rebellion on 
the part of the :Sounder or Wharton in his days of d.iagraco . 

This would oome quite naturally to Sir Riobard and had he been 
a school mastor he woul d most assuredly have been capable of giving 
stiff oixe s and s eve re floggings . 

The ithackfulnesa t?ould certa inl y have been terri f ic, but just 
as certainly strict justice and straigh tforaard dealing would have 
been the esteemed sin a qua non . 

Like Quelch t oo, Sir Richa r d was a whal e on punctuality . I t 
i s said that a very high offic i al in deed came i nto his office at 
9. 5 one morn in g and uae greeted with a barke d :- "Good morning , 
Sir! North ilestern hours are nine till s i.x !n 

The Remove may often cornplain of their "beak" but it se e ms to 
me that he could have been wor se! 

***************** 
I've just rea l ised I am running short o f Hamilto n articles . 

SO get busy with your pens i :f you uant to keep your fair quota. 

*****'****** ... *** 
MAGNET TI TLES: (Continued) 1453, The Spectre of Polpelly; 1454 , 
The House of lcyetery; 1455, Galleon Cold! 1456, Bunt er • s Bid fo r 
a Fortune; 1457, The Boy Who Wouldn ' t Make Frie nds1 1458, The 
Outsider 1 1459, Tho Form-Master ' s Favouri te; 1460, The Remove 
RocruitJ 1461, The Trail of Adventure ; 1462, Rollin g dom:t to Rio1 
1463, The Wolf of Br azil ; 1464, Shadowed in South Ameri ca; 1465, 
The Vengeance of the Wolf; 1466, The Greyfrie.re Diamond Diggers ; 
1467, Tho Prisoner of Macet1 Island; 1468, The !Jilliontlre St omm ay; 
1469, Hie Record Condemned Him1 1470, !lot Wanted et Gr ay friars . 

************ **'************************ ************ *******"********* 
A V A I L AB L E J.!AGN.Ell', GEl!S, HOLIDAY A!IIIIJALS, NELSON LEES 1919-
33, BUNTER BOOKS, s . O.L •s, GREYFRURS, ST. FRANKS, MARVELS, BOYS 
W.G,\ZllfES, UllI C!i JACICS, SEXTOII BL/JCE LIBS., DEI'ECTIVE WED(LIES, 
POLICE BU])GETS, 1893- 1900, SCOUT, Cl!UJlS, BOYS FRIE!ID LIBRJJ!IES, l et 
2nd Series . BOYS REAL!dS, BUFF.I.LO BILL LIBS & NOVELS 1915-30 , ~ 
W V!.LS, DICK TURl'L'IS1 TR:.VEL .I.JID INVENTION, NI CK C,ll!TERS, DEI'ECTIVE 
LIBS. , includi ng !lo. 1, FILI! ld!.GS. ;,ND AIIIIUALS 1920 t o 40, .!:b!!X. 
P I CTORI .!J,S , THEATRE WORLDS, BOOKS FOO THE BilRN S, WIDE WORLDS, J,P;
VE!?l'URES, WIZAf!DS, ROVERS, TRIUMPHS, ~ JJ/D MANY OTHERS, OVER 
3_~!)00 Mags . and Books to hand . SEND LISTS OF WJJITS. (con t' d ove r ) 
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S . /J.. E. PLEASE. 
WANTED S.B . LI BS. 1915 -35, UNIOll JACKS. 1905 ~ 3 , Ef.RLY F:.SHIOII, 

MODE!llf BOYS, .£,E_o 1 - 35, also /JINUALS 1, 2 , and 3, 
!lOllALlJ BOOSE, 3 ST. LEONAflDS TERfulCE, GM- HILL, NORWICH, NORFOLK. 

******** ********* *********** **********-*******"*'**************"**4 ... 
LETTER BOX 
!IGrE THE DATE, JULY 9th 

June 6th, 1955. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Alan,y than .le.a for the C. D. I was a little afraid that the rail
way strike migh t keep it away , bu t luckily it is a oantaroweight . 
The pres ent limit of eight ounces is something like a jolt on the 
solar plenis to a purveyor of li ght literature - -- light in perusal 
but not so ligh t i n typescript! However, we must al l hope that the 
trouble wi ll soon be over, and the wheels t u rn i ng again . 

I v,as very interested by t he remark s fr om Fri end Lofte on 
Page 179. The story he montiona was spe cial ly wr itten by me f or 
th e "Wond er Book of Comics 11 abo ut six years ago . So far as I 
remember, it is the only st or y I ev er wrote for Odham' s : though 
at one time l was "Ni thin measu r able distru1ce of writing regularly 
for t hat firm . That vms a long time ago; in the nineteen-t\' venties 
or early thirties : preoise dates always escape me. The idea was 
a new periodical run on scho ol stories by Frank Richp.rds. Natura lly 
I liked the id ea very much ; but I had t o r ealise that it would be 
hardly fair to Gem and Magnet for th ei r author t o appear a s E\ rival 
in the fi e l d . So very reluctantly I had to tell Hi nt on that it 
couldn 't be done . I rcther wi shed that I h!'.d dec id ed ot her\7ise , 
when th e K. O. came al ong in 1940 . But who can for e see tho future! 
"Quid ait tutu.ram or as f\tge qu aerere' isn't al r:oys a r,ise motto, 
tho ugh it come s from my beloved Ilorace . 

I am told that the ne,:r se ries of Bunter plays on T . v. r1i l l 
oegi n on J uly 9th, and run fo rt nightly . Luckily I he.d completed 
and despatched them befo r e the G.P . O. cea sed to function . By the 
" BY, our plump friend wi ll be eeen in the BBC .annual later in the 
year . 

I had o very welcome viei t or the other dey; no other thsn 
Arthur Gorfn.in of Sydney and the "Silver Jacket 11• You can gue s s 
th at it tias a p l e asant occ as io n . Did I wish that I was a fe?t 
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decades younger end cou ld fly out to Sydney! 

Ui th kindest regards, 
Very si ncerely , 

J\Je/son [ ee 
~o lumn . 

• * 
* 

* • * • 

By JACK WOOD 
NOSTAW, 328 St ockton Lane, 

YORK. 

FRA!H( RICHARDS. 

Before telling you something about a memorable visit during my 
recent summer holiday, here is the rsst of Berne.rd. Thorne' s excellent 
article, v1hich OW" editor had "to cut short last month, on 

VIVIAN TR.l.VERS 
(continued fro"' last month ) 

It \7as a perfect piece of ·work , superbly judged and beautifully 
executed . 

Slam. 
The ball hi se ed throu gh the air from Traver's foot and t'.rent 

toi.7ards the corner of the gee.I, low down and deadly . The Bannin gton 
goalie , at the last sec on d, realis e d that this \165 a s hot th at 
could no t bo do&l t with in a leisur ely manner . 

He flun g himself full - l ength, but he wRs t oo late, The bal l 
struck the beck of the net, end rolled ou t over th e li ne e g ain. 
Every St . Frank's fellow present felt warmed t owards Vivinn Tr e.vers . 
In meny v,sys he was a questionable sort of fellow; be was not above 
e dirty t r ick nol'; f'.nd then . But it could not be denied th e t e.t 
sports he rme proving himself I the goods 1 • He h!".d shotm excollent 
for m !'.t tl]e crick e t durin g the ~mme r , and nou he wns pr oving his 
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worth as a f ootb aller . 

There wa s somethi ng supreme ly fascinatin g i n Tr ave re' e pl ay. 
He neve r all owed hims e lf t o get fluster ed; he remained perfectly 
cool i n all circ wns'\an ces . 'i!hen he took a. shot , t hat shot v1as a 
•scorcher ', and hie pass es were gems of accura cy." 

In the followi ng issue {No. 130 Firs t Neu Serie s ) the g ame 
be tw ee n Banni ng t on Town and the Juni or Eleven took p l ace . Befo re 
en eno m ous crowd , Travers a.gain showed bis consu.arnate skil l. As 
the r esu lt of an ind.! vidua l effo rt fro m t he half way l ine , when be 
dr ibb l ed the ba ll past man after man to g iv e Bob Christ i ne the chanc e 
t o sc ore, st . Franks held t he Tovm t o a two - all draw . 

".'.l e , ,;,:ho had r egular ly read the lielson Lee Library from the 
eo.rli er and mor e balmy days, r ealise d that a c hange "'as coming over 
the spirit of our dream , when we awoke one morning in Januar J 1930 
t o f ind St . Franks burn t t o the gTOund and t he boys sc:,t t ered t o the 
fou r c orne r s of th e g l obe . We f ol l owed , vii th a leek o f enth us i asm, 
t he adventures of Nelso n Lee's Cub Detective Aca demy. We hear d, a.s 
i n a trance, the boys of s t . Franks acce pt their lat e Head.master ' s 
instructions i1i th a grated I O. K. Chief! 1 .And from that mo!nent our 
almos t f anatical zest fo r the o l d paper be gan to wane. It was not 
until August of that ye ar that our beloved :1cbool rose , Pho eni..x-l i..!<e, 
f r om the flameo , an d it W.?.S 11As You Were at st . Franks . " 

!rut VY·as it? Socehow the old magic bed gone . Vivian Tr ave rs 
was no longe r the oool , se l f - assu red fellow that we had , ove r so 
br ief a pe r iod , grmm to l ove . Sur ro unded b:; a cror,,d of nm jun i ors 
known as the "Red Hots " - a l l of uho m had been given th e old Travers 
perso nali ty, Vi vian was th.rust unceremoniously into the bac kgro und 
with Reggie Pi tt , Buster ]loo t s and Bob Chri sti ne, only to be dr agged 
forward in such pueril e series es "Tr a ver ' s Trouble Trensure 11 (2 nd. 
New Seriee no . 45 . ) .And in the uno ccua t orr:ed gla re of the foot-
ligh ts , we viewed a new Tr a vers - bewi l der ed, fri ghtened, irritat ed: 
th e vie t im of a welt er of highly impr obabl e hoax es engineered by th e 
Rod Hots . 

But wit h 2nd New Series 19-93 , Tr avers f or a short spac e became 
almost t he old Travers . I t was an e xce ll ent aeries such as Mr . 
Brooks a l one c oul d writ e: mystery pi l ed on m_yetery , w1 th uncanny 
i ncidents fo ll owing prolifically upo n t he arrival of an anc i en t 
E'.g'yptian rin g, ";1hich Mr. Travers had sen t hi s so n a s a curi o. Ezra 
~ir ke, made a welco me return , to warn Tre.vers t hat the ring wae 
evil and ur ge him to dest r oy it. Travers bad refus ed, and :f'rom 
that moment , th er e had been r1eird happenings and supe rna tu r al 
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ap pari tions galore; terminating in the arrival of a.n F.gyptian 
munmy, ,vhich had risen from its sarcophagus in the dead of night. 
Throush all these happeningo, ending with bis abduction in the 
middle of a football match, Travers had exhibited the old Travers 
nerve, until finally, aided by Nipper , Reggie Pit t , Handforth and 
other stah111 rta, tbe mystery was unrovell ed in the typical E .. S.B . 
manner. 

Little more was seen or beard of Travers in the last sixty 
issues of the Second Ner, Series. With the Third New Series, and 
a r e-he.shed version of the Old Series appearing woekly , t1e felt 
that 't'/0 had said goo dbye t o him; and were , indeed, in the process 
of saying farewell to the l!elaon Lee Li brary - a presentiment that 
was sadly accurate, fo r r-;i thin seven months, the Third New Series 
te:nnina ted and the pape r came to a tragic end . With it passe d f or 
eve r St. Francis ' College, and the schoolboy adventures that had 
bri ghtened the lives of two generations of youngsters . With it 
also er.ded the career of Vivian Trave r s, cool, suave , schoolboy 
eni8'ma - gambler and sportsman , and one of Edwy Searles Drook s 1 s 
finest St. Frank's chP.r.c.cters. 

F IN I S 

********'***** 
And now fo r my own piece of good neus. A ,veek or two ago I 

was on holiday in the south of »igland and after a ·b r ief , but 
p lease.ntt renewa l of acque.intance with staunch .Leei tes Charles 
Churchill and his broth e r George in Glorious Devon , I moved east -
wards to Bournemou th . From ther e I j ourneyed one day into the 
historic Hardy country s outh west of Salisbu ry where, in too heart 
of country hallowed by our ear ly Saxon ancestors, I found a typical 
r ambling o l d village vicarage . 

There I met for the first t ime the Rev. J . H • .M. Stainforth, who 
has told !::18 so much about his great father, the late Dr. John 
St&inf orth, of Hinderwell, better known to ua, of course, as Maxr;ell 
Scott, cree.t or of Neleo n Lee . For more than an hour I li stened 
as memories of his father crcmdod back and be told me something of' 
the background of this part of juvenile literature. 

lie recalled Scott's fascination for the sto ri es of Sherlock 
Holmes and hi e prede c essor the Frenchman, Le Coq, t'rhich influe nced 
him to cr eate a modern version for younger readers. That T'tas how 
?ieleon Lee came to be born, and Scott ' s th oro u ghness became a by
~·,ord. With 6 , 000-odd ':70r ds to turn out at a time he had no time 

--- - - --- ----- -- --- -- --- - --------



- -- -- ·- - -- ---- (212) - - ----------
to avoid some of his many che.raoteristio cliches, abou t rlhich his 
wife used to laugh on many occasions . 

But Sco tt was noted too for his keenness for details. If Lee 
lef t »,.gland by such and such n boat, dopend upon its accuracy, for 
the Scott household res embled a Cooks' travel bureau as the author 
checked timings rli t h BradshD.\7 or foldora from all parts of the 
wor ld . Scott used to a.groe thc.t many r eader s could.n • t care two 
hoo ts by what train or boat Lee made his journey, but he used to say 
that he wanted to be su re Lee could have r.2ade the jou rney he ,vas 
supposed to be making. Scott loved the stories which t ook Lee 
acros s th e world, for they could be ended at any time if the 
ed ito r s felt the serials were becoming unpopu lar. 

Mr. Stainforth r ecalled that his fnther 1 s opinion was that 
Sidney Drew was the best of the other authors as he had a s-,;yle 
which was far above anyono olse ' s . About artists, bou over, Scott 
we.a frequently caustic as, natu rally, he couldn ' t alwsys got the 
artist he \7e.nt ed for a part icul ar st ory. 

Mr. Stainforth rocall 3d , too, a vis it he pn.id o.s a boy to the 
home of Henry St. John , one of the most prolific contributors to 
juvenile li tero.ture . A big , hearty "typ e", he kept bull terriers 
and could not be persu ad ed t o do any writin g until 11 p. m. when all 
was qui c t in the hous e . 

Then, fortifi ed with lashings of bo t coff ee, ha would s it 
down at hie typev,rit er and ban g away antil he completed bis 6,000 
word s or so abou t 3 or 4 a.m. As he of ten had half a dozen dif 
ferent s erials on the go at once he rv0uld then pueb his compl e ted 
ma.nµecript int o an en vel ope and post it t o the adi tor rli. thout 
botherin g to check mis - spellings, erasures, or even inco ns istencies 
in detai l . What the edito r use d t o think abou t i t was a matte r 
for conjecture; at eny rate Henry St. J ohn kept on vai tin g f or 
years with success . 

Unfor tunately at this stage i.ir. Stainforth had t o ad jo urn for 
a mothe rs' un ibn meeting , so in familiar words I bade a relu c tant 
farewell to this pleasa.~t reminder of hnppy days 50--0dd years ago, 
nnd returned to Bourn emouth with memories of very enjoyable com-

pany, - ··- · -·· - -
( NOTE: Gladys Cooper, famous actress confirms that he r hal f

brothe r was "th e _ worlds viorsLl.z'.l!!st. - ---- -- -- H. 1.J__ 
'(.A.NTED: Nels on Lees, 1st llew Series Only . Pl e ase State Price, 
Condi tion and Sorie s. Numbers Availa ble . !10:U.IAN PRAGh"E.LL, 33 
BP~ STREm', 1IVIBP00 1, 7 1 1Af;cs. 



------ - -----(213)- - -- ----- --
NELSON LEE AND THE COIWICl!E Il!DIANS 

By J .R . Swan. 
Nelson Lee, while on one of his travels that to ok him into 

Indian Country out in the Wild Weet, had a narrow escape from death 
when he and two companions were captured by Coln8llche Indians. 

His tm, companions t1ere stripped naked and ti ed to stakee 
while Nelson Lee ' s life "'"" spared - by all thi"8s - on alarm clock. 

The r easo n for this being t hat in the short stru gg le that 
ensued, their belongings were scattered on the ground . Amongst 
the articles was the clock - and being a man of quick action - Lee 
picked it up and pretended to worship it . The Indians apparently 
saw nothing strange in this - ao they spared him . llut while he was 
keeping up hi s prete nce, he <1as unable to do anythin g t o help hie 
friends for, u-ith horrid yells and whoops the Indians danced round 
them carryin g their tomahawks and their knives . 

With horrified eyes Nel son Lee wat che d "" having marched 
round the stakes once wi t h the i r halt-shuff le, half-run, two of the 
younger ohi efe suddenly raised their knives and scalpe d the men, 
but to okfro m the crowns o f their heads pieoee as big only as a five
sh illing bi t ! 

This did not cause death - it wculd have b een better if it 
had - but it gave them intense pain, and t he Indians fired by the 
sight ot blood, set up their deadly whooping and marched roWld them 
again ! 

Ne ls on Lee averted his eyes - aghas t a t t he horrible scene -
and near l y beside himself ni 1h angu i sh at not being able t o help 
the two Wlfortunate men - it would have been use l e ss anywa::,. 

The Indiana had more terriblo aima in view. Of tho two 
hundred shrieking domone, not ono did not carry in his hand a s ton e 
arrow head , sharpened to a kaen edge and ri;>o for out t ing . 

As the two hundred passed the doomed men, t hey rai sed the 
arron-beads and made light but lon g c ut s on the i r cake d bodies . They 
did this time and time a gain, until the bodies of the sufferers were 
mangled masses. 

Until the evening in faot, l788 the horr id tragedy cont inu ed, 
the f i endish torturors sit ting at intervals to omoke their ptp ee and 
watch the agonised movements of th eir mangled victims. 

I hasten to assure my fellow colleetore and readers of 
O. B.B 1 s - and perhaps before th ey delve into the pile of llelson Lee 
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lore that bas accumulated ove r t he years - to find this particular 
story - that thie was not the Nelson Lee detectivo 11.s we k:n<m him! 

He -.,as , according to an extract from "Tho Editor to bis 
Friends " and "Chums" (of all pa pors!) No. 17 Jan. 4th, 1893 - a NEm 
York farmer ' s eon who was captured by the Comanche Indians and ,,ho 
saved his li f e amongst them only by an old alarm c l ock which he 
pre t en ded t o worship . 

But whi l e be was spared, tuo of bis companions, Stewart and 
Martin , were horr ibly done to dee.th befo r e hie eyes! 

The Edi tor qas repeatin g a s tory from "A.sco tt R. Hope ' s book 
"Stories of the Wi ld West 11

• He ate.tea that - "It is so good a 
book tha t I refer to it o.gain" and be stated the ex tract from one 
of the stories as I b~ve already written doon . 

The El3,it or by the way carried on by Bl\Ying:- "Here, however , 
is a true pi c ture of Jndio.n torture , which is thrilling enough to 
satisfy the keenest love r of the horrible" . 

I hope t hat as I put t he ex t ract from the story first , you 
will not think tha t I did it to mislead you purposely - it wns to 
interest one and al l in the coincidence of the famous np,me of Ne l aon 
Lee ! 

St ill , it could hove boen! Sexton .Blake got hi mself mixed 
up with Indiana in the serial story , "The Redskin Detective" ! This 
started in "The Dreadnought and "flar Pictorial" (Vol . 1, No. 3 . Oct. 
10t h , 1914) (New Series} 

There is a good i l lustration t o thi s story shOW"ine Blake 
standing defiant by the oemp fire •Ii th a re volver in hi s hand and 
half a dozen Indians standing round with r i fles pointing at him -
and Tinke r still sl eeping peacefully on t he ground by the fi r e! 

SO! l'!IIY NCll' LEE? 

*** .. ************"** ........ ***************************** ... ********** 
Writ e Now, to T. Lambert, who probably has those books you requi re 
(and needs your duplicates} 25,000 llagazines in Stock . All types 
(1800· - 1950) . Satisfaction Guaranteed . S.A. E. Ploase . 347, 
GIBTRUDE ROAD, NORWICH. 

·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

LONDON CLUB LI BRARY requ i res Gems 7 42 a.~d l!agnets 1121 an d 1439 to 
~~_1:le t e sets. ROGEll JE!fr(INS1 157 l'JESTERJ; AVEllUE1 LOliDO!l1 W. ). 
Lf"TE.NEl·.iS: Mr . J. M. Juk"es of Bournemouth, following numerous 
enquiries , has C1.1 cceedad in ge t ting i n touch wi th the old time autho r 
.1ho had an unf :>rt1.nate experience recently . We may have more nooe 
next month . 

j 

• . 
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BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
LONDO!! SECTION IIEETil!G, JUliE 12th, 1955 

Frank Richarda and Carcrcft, Arthur Gorfoi n and "The Silver 
Jacket 11

, how these two \?ere linked at the East Du.lwich meeting was 
fully explained by the _popular visitor from the .Antipodes, the afore
mentioned Arthur Corfain. He etated hCl"R' the Caroroft School stories 
came to be published in the "Silver Jacket" and then gave a vivid 
account of his meeting with Frank Richards recently and followe d 
this Vlith a ve ry descriptive account of his world wide wanderi ngs, 
the l atter inc lu ding a Visit to our esteemed Bill Gander of Trans 
cona , Canada. A very welcome visitor was Art hur Gorfain e.nd how 
t he interested attend.a.nee enjoyed his talk . Latest oopy to hend of 
t he "Silver Jacket ", the March issues, contains the first story in 
th e barring out at Carcrcft . 

The Hamilton ian section of the library continue s t o do good 
business and the li br ar ian, Roger Jenkins, announced a very good 
buy from Eric fayne for the good of the library. Deteils of th es e 
additions will be found in the monthly newebeet . I t wes stated that 
the poesibili ty of holding a meeting at Surbi ton by kind invitati on 
of Eric Fayne, da t e to be fixe d lat er . Eric also hopes to attend 
one of the other meetings. 

Two fine enjoyable oompeti tion quiz' were held, th e compile rs 
being the two winnero of last month's efforts, Bill l.ofta and Frank 
Vernon-Lay. Grand afternoon tea by the hoeta, Len and Josie Paekman, 
aut ographs for both Arthur Gcrfain and the rest of the company pre
sent, :friendly conve rsati ons and the usual sales and exchanges con
cluded a very fine meeting. Date of nex t meeting, Sunday, July 17th 
at Wood Green , London, N.22 . 4 p .. m. sharp. 

*** UNCLE BEi! J AlUI! • 
l!ffiTBERN SECTION !.!EElrIIIG, JUliE 11th, 1955 • Prior to the meoting , WO 

had a visit f'r<>m n columnist on the "Yorkshire Evening Post 11. He is 
writing a: series of articles f or his paper on the theme "Troaeure 
from Leisure". Bill V/1lliameon hsd suggested lost mont h that we 
cou ld provide him with some good copy. Gerry Allieon wrote the 
journalist invi t ing him to "meeting, an invitation which was prom ptly 
accepted . 
~ te a lot of not es were talten and a camera man aleo oamo al ong 

and took a oou pl o of photograph s. We are hop i ng to aeo a good story 
in tho Y.E.P. about June 28th . 

the s:!p!~~/' ;r:i1f p!!:e:;et~l1fi°Crt~o:0 ;~fh:hd!!~~6f' 0bi:nded 
mother at tho great 118" of llt. Aft er business had been disposed o~ 
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~!Vo{. il~sthi~8 ~c!!io:ftn!n:e;~!~t~~c 0 ~n: ~f'J~t:t~~~!::! • e 
stories of Slapton School, those grand yarns whic h apponred in the 
Boys Real m nigh on 50 years ago . It t old of a faraoue House matob 

~t~~~l J~e ~o:1id g=l:~~de;n~~o~f~ntt~ ~d:d of~ ~~~r who .~ 
kn0\10 it intimately. l 

To wind up we had a v,ord building quiz "Secondary Characte r s". r 
I t provided an exci t ing c ont est for Bill Williamson, Ron Hodgson, 'l 
and Jack Wood tied fo r first place . The three then bad a go on 
their°""' end Jack Wood won. Altogether ,. very enjoyable evening . 
Next Meoting , July 9t h. 
MERSEYSIDE SECTION l!EE'rIIIG - JUllE 12th, Considering that i t t7as 
"F'i(!Dlng June II th ere was quite a good attendnnc e at this ~eting , 
and thin gs went with the usu al B'f7ing. There ' s never a. dull moment 
at Wate r loo House. Incidontally, wo woul d love to aeo e omc of you 
ch11ps of t he othe r Sections any t ir.ie you feel you would like to come. 
\"le can as sure you of a very warm welcome - ask Herbert - and I know 
you would tboroughl.J, enjoy the evening - so would r, e ! 

'lbe highlights of the evening w1e.a Norman Pragn ell ' s quiz . For 
a St . Frank ' e fan hie queeti one on the Charle a Hamilton schools wero 
eurprisingly cute 1 and f ar too difficult for most of us . It really 
was difficult , ana quite t he best quiz we have enjoye d for many a 
dey . The winner ,vaa that youthful 11veteran 11 of the Club, Peter 
Webster , and a ve r;r popu l ar winne r too, as he had to 1'-.now his stuff 
to gain so man.r points . Talking of Peter, I often think bow sad it 
is to realise bow poverty - st r icken the Club i s fo r boys of Peter ' s 
o.ge. I suppose its inevitab l e,. under t he oircumste.ncee, and another 
sign of this "Teddy- :SOy" 118•· 11erl 11eoti"8, Sunday, Ju l y 10th, 7 p.m . 

FRANK UNWIN. 
IIIDLA!ID SECTION ldEETING - 14AY 25th : I t is aaid that misfortunoo do 
not come singly , and t his gloocoe t rine was certain~ exemplifie d 

~~tdeb:n~t! u:: n~tg~;b O~S~B du~i, n~p~~ve~i:i1e c8u;e:·:r~~t 
short notice. We were so r ry to learn that our Chairman had ha.d to 

f'1n~~ei;1
~0~

0tb~f't!; :ru i :e°~~;f~:c~~t!\~·:~~!i ro~ r:. 
next meeting . 

aft er ~~f~~=:t b::e:!~ :::e 
0

~ r ~~a;b::~e~f :;~t:~; Ur:~ ~~;~ 
bett, Mr. Hand.lay, end also for that very keen and valued mam1!_er t 
Mre. w. Brown, who was on holidq, we began who.t was quite a rruit 
ful and als o onjoyable evening . 

}~ ng ~e;n:hr~:!i~~ ~~s~dn~o~= r~f~~h d:fifr!b:a e:e~~ ge of 
meetin g nigbt1 establishment of e. libr =; publicit y; and holding 
a Christmas Dinner were discussed. J:r. Handley Junior , in his 
father 1 s absencb, ably acted as boat during the evening. 

EDIIARD DA VEY • 
. YORK- IUPLICATIIIG SERVICES, . 7 "'THE=-scc11,..,.,.,I.IB""L,..,ES=-,-=yciuc. T,-e,cl -• ..,5'"'1..,4""8-. ---


